Message

From: stoker.michael@epa.gov [stoker.michael@epa.gov]

Sent: 2/4/2020 1:38:13 PM

To: McCarroll, John [McCarroll.John@epa.gov]

cC: LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN [Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deberah [Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov]; Munoz,
Charles [munoz.charles@epa.gov]; Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Interagency Group on Insular Areas Senior Plenary Session, including WAVES Form

Thx John.

Best regards,

Mike Stoker
Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA

(213)2

15-3104

On Feb 4, 2020, at 12:59 AM, McCarroll, John <McCarroll.John@epa.gov> wrote:

Mike, I’ll RSVP to DOI on your behalf. Charles, I’ll include you as well.
Steven or Charles, can you make sure someone enters Mike’s info into WAVES?

Thanks,
John

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 1, 2020, at 4:53 AM, Stoker, Michael B. <stoker.michael@epa.gov>
wrote:

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McDermott, Joseph H"
<Joseph_McDermott@ios.doi.gov>

Date: January 31, 2020 at 10:45:35 AM PST

To: "Ottley, Basil C" <basil ottley@ios.doi.gov>
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Subject: Interagency Group on Insular Areas Senior Plenary
Session, including WAVES Form

Dear Colleague:

On behalf of Secretary of the Interior David Bernhardt, Deputy
Assistant to the President and Director of Intergovermental Affairs
Douglas Hoelscher, and Assistant Secretary of the Interior Douglas
Domenech, we are pleased to invite the senior department or
agency official who is designated to represent your department to
the 2020 Senior Plenary Session of the Interagency Group on
Insular Areas (IGIA).

This important meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 11,
2020, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Room 350 of the
Eisenhower Executive Office Building (EEOB). We will discuss
issues of importance to American Samoa, Guam, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U S.
Virgin Islands.

The IGIA annual meeting remains one of the most important
platforms to amplify territorial issues and concerns by
communicating them directly to the White House and Federal
agencies. Your participation is essential to fulfilling the mandate
established in Executive Order 13537 that senior members of the
Administration meet annually with Insular Area Governors to
receive their input on Federal policy.

The focus of this year’s meeting is economic development in the
insular areas and how the Federal Government may help. A
representative from the Department of Commerce will join us to
discuss the ways that the Economic Development Administration
can help. In addition, Tina Wei Smith, the newly appointed
Director for the White House Council on Asian American and
Pacific Islanders, will discuss the President’s initiative to produce
an analysis of economic conditions of the U.S. territories to help
develop strategies for diversification.

Please complete the online White House Worker and Visitor Entry
System (WAVES) form to ensure entry into the EEOB:

® I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
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Please also provide us with the name of the senior official who will
represent your department or agency and other attendees by
Thursday, February 6, 2020. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Basil Ottley, Office of Insular Affairs
Policy Director, at basil_ottley@ios.doi.gov or (202) 208-5655.

We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, February 11, 2020.

Joseph H. McDermott
Policy Division

Office of Insular Affairs
Main Interior Building
Mail Stop 3117
Washington, D.C. 20240
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

2/4/2020 6:28:17 PM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted: General

WICN 3309A / Call in: |

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

2/5/2020 7:30:00 PM
2/5/2020 8:00:00 PM

(none)
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Message

From:
Sent:

To:
CC:

Subject:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64BAE7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC)

11/14/2019 2:54:40 PM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Adams, Elizabeth [Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov]; Munoz, Charles [munoz.charles@epa.gov]; Hage, Christopher
[hage.christopher@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deborah [Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov]; Lakin, Matt [Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov];
Garvey, Megan [garvey.megan@epa.gov]

Re: Draft SIP Backlog letters for CA and AZ

Got it. After the call I'd a moment for the two of us alone to discuss my performance review | Ex. 5 Deliberative !

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Nov

14, 2019, at 4:57 AM, Benevento, Douglas <henevento.douglas@epa.gov> wrote:

Hey Mike, it should be on your calendar and I've resent it. Let me know if you have it.

From: Stoker, Michael B. <stoker.michael@epa.zov>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 8:32 PM

To: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams Elizabeth@ena.govs

Cc: Munoz, Charles <munoz.charles@ena.gov>; Hage, Christopher <hage.christopher®epa.gov>; Jordan,
Deborah <jordan Beborah@epa.gow>; Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>; Benevento, Douglas
<bsnsvento douglas@epagov>; Garvey, Megan <garvey.megani@ena.gov>

Subject: Re: Draft SIP Backlog letters for CA and AZ

Doug, attached are the two letters we will send to CA and ARZ re SIP backlog. | thought we were going
to have a 9 am conference call re the CA letter but never got the calendar invite. Let me know what you
want to do? |

cliberative Process (DP)
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Nov 13, 2019, at 4:59 PM, Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> wrote:

HI Mike-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Please let me know if you need any additional information.

Hope all is well,
Elizabeth

Elizabeth J. Adams, Director
Air and Radiation Division
US EPA Region 9

work 415-972-3183

cell: 415-297-4308

<AZ_Draft SIP Withdrawal Letter 11-12-19.docx>
<CA_Draft Letter 11-13-19.docx>
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

11/14/2019 2:48:43 PM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted: Discussion: California SIP Backlog

WICN 3309A / Call ini

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

11/14/2019 5:00:00 PM
11/14/2019 5:45:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

2/3/2020 3:46:20 PM
Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted: RA & COS Meeting-Denver
Region 8 Office

3/13/2020 2:00:00 PM
3/13/2020 11:00:00 PM

(none)
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Doug,

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64BAE7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC)
11/14/2019 1:37:29 AM

Adams, Elizabeth [Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov]

Munoz, Charles [munoz.charles@epa.gov]; Hage, Christopher [hage.christopher@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deborah
[Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov]; Lakin, Matt [Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov]; Benevento, Douglas
[benevento.douglas@epa.gov]; Garvey, Megan [garvey.megan @epa.gov]

Re: Draft SIP Backlog letters for CA and AZ

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Nov

13, 2019, at 5:32 PM, Stoker, Michael B. <stoker.michaslf@ epa.gov> wrote:

Doug, attached are the two letters we will send to CA and ARZ re SIP backlog. | thought we were going
to have a 9 am conference call re the CA letter but never got the calendar invite. Let me know what you
want to do? ! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Nov 13, 2019, at 4:59 PM, Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> wrote:

HI Mike-
Attached are the letters to Arizona and CA.

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Please let me know if you need any additional information.
Hope all is well,

ED_005533_00000208-00001



Elizabeth

Elizabeth J. Adams, Director
Air and Radiation Division
US EPA Region 9

work 415-972-3183

cell: 415-297-4308

<AZ Draft SIP Withdrawal Letter 11-12-19.docx>
<CA_Draft Letter 11-13-19.docx>

ED_005533_00000208-00002



Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

11/20/2019 3:01:06 PM
Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted: Follewein

WICN 3303A/ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

11/20/2019 9:00:00 PM
11/20/2019 9:30:00 PM

(none)
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:

CcC:
Subject:

Thx Kait

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64BAE7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC)
11/12/2019 8:10:11 PM

Shimmin, Kaitlyn [shimmin kaitlyn@epa.gov]

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Re: WH Tour

lyn.

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Nov

12,2019, at 11:56 AM, Shimmin, Kaitlyn <shimmin.kaithirn®epa.gov> wrote:

Okay, | was able to get a link for you both to attend the WH Christmas Tour. Mike, please forward to
your wife.

A self-guided tour of the White House has been requested for the EPA East Wing Tour
group, (CS-2497027) 12/4/2019 at 10:30 AM.

Register your guests HERE by 11/15/2018 2:38 PM
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Message

From: Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64BAE7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC)

Sent: 10/8/2019 1:48:17 PM

To: Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Subject: Fwd: SES Performance Process

Attachments: Senior Executive Service Certification overview.docx; ATT00001.htm

Doug,
Sent this to you Friday. Are you ok with a breakdown as indicated in Deborah’s email to me that | forwarded to you?

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Stoker, Michael B." <stoksr michasl@epa.goy>
Date: October 4, 2019 at 8:42:21 AM PDT

To: "Benevento, Douglas" <beneventn.douglas@epagov>
Subject: Fwd: SES Performance Process

Doug,
Are you ok with Deborah and | proceeding as discussed in Deborah’s email?

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Jordan, Deborah" <lgrdan Deborah@epa.gov>
Date: October 4, 2019 at 7:36:28 AM PDT

To: "Stoker, Michael B." <stoker.michasl@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: SES Performance Process

Hi Mike,

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

I’'m going to Monterey today to speak at the ribbon cutting of the water recycling
facility, by the way.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Deborah

Deborah Jordan
Deputy Regional Administrator
U.S. EPA Region 9

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Vizian, Donna" <Vizian.Donna@epa.gov>

Date: October 4, 2019 at 6:46:51 AM PDT

To: Career Deputy Assistant Administrators

<Caresr Deputy Assisiant Administrators@epa.gov>,
Leadership_Deputy_Regional Administrators

<Leadershin Deputy Regional Administrators@@ens gonv>

Cc: "Kamen, Mara" <kamen.mara@ena.gov>, "Hart, Debbi"
<Hgrt.Debbi@epa.pov>, "Zeckman, David" <zeclman.david@epa gov>,

"Engebretson, Lizabeth" <Engebratson.Lizabeth@epa.goy>
Subject: SES Performance Process

Hi Everyone,

First, the vote on how to evaluate the A3 projects was heavily in favor of
option 2. It will be included in guidance to all SES next week. Also, | am
attaching the talking points Doug is using to brief the political

team. Please feel free to use these with your SES corps. Lastly, | expect
a final decision on an increase to the bonus pool at the end of the day
today.

Thank you for your patience as we work through this.

Best,
Donna

ED_005533_00000234-00002



Senior Executive Service Certification

Pay for Performance has been available to the Agency since 2004, the same year our agency’s
performance appraisal system for SES was first certified by the Office of Personnel Management.

Why we need to retain certification:

Certification of our SES performance appraisal system is important as it allows an agency to pay
its SES members up to Executive Level II. Uncertified systems can only offer up to Executive
level Il pay. For career SES this currently $192,300 vs $176,900. Currently, for non-career SES
this is $183,100 vs $168,400. A lower pay cap can impact the retention of our current SES and
can also make EPA less attractive compared to federal agencies that can offer the higher pay.

What is Pay for Performance

The fundamental idea behind pay for performance is that the highest performers are rewarded and
the key to certification is differentiation. Differentiation means making meaningful distinctions in
ratings, pay increases and bonus based on individual performance. When agencies submit a request
for certification the data submission must demonstrate this differentiation in annual results.

What is the Issue

OPM met with EPA last Friday to discuss its review of our agency certification package that was
submitted in June.

In the past, OPM reviewed our data at the agency level. OPM is now examining agency results at
the level that is responsible for performance assessment. For us, this means they are evaluating
data at the NPM and Regional level. For some organizations, they found a lack of differentiation.
An example they cited was the fact that in some organizations, some SES rated Commendable (or
4) did not receive a bonus, which did not “differentiate” their performance from those rated
Effective (or 3) who did not receive a bonus. This change in the review process is consistent with
the Administration’s focus on rewarding the highest performers.

As aresult, OPM is not approving certification based on our 2018 process and will not move our
current certification package to OMB. OPM shared EPA is not alone and are among other agencies
with similar results to whom they are providing similar feedback.

Based on OPM’s analysis of our 2018 data, OPM advised that EPA would lose its SES
certification.

What is the Path Forward
OPM outlined a path forward by which we might not lose certification. This path is that we must

succeed in demonstrating the “differentiation” they are looking for in our FY 19 SES Performance
Appraisal process.
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OPM has agreed to extend our current certification through March 11, 2020 to enable us to
complete the FY 19 process and use that data for certification. We need to provide the data to OPM
by January 11, 2020. This will enable their review and deciston prior to certification expiring. If
we show sufficient differentiation, both in terms of ratings and bonuses, we will receive
provisional certification. This is a one-year certification. We will need to go through the review
process again with FY20 data, and annually thereafter.

It is not in EPA’s best interest to lose certification of its SES Performance Appraisal process.
Therefore, as you go through the process of rating your career SES during this upcoming cycle,
please ensure that you meaningfully differentiate levels of performance and that
differentiation is also reflected in the associated bonuses. Please live within your bonus pool.
The practical implication of this is that we can no longer try to stretch our bonus dollars to provide
as many individuals bonuses as possible, but rather we must pay more attention to distinguishing
ratings levels. OMS will be carefully reviewing with me the draft submission to ensure each NPM
and Region has achieved differentiation in its rating proposal.

This is a change for the agency and its SES corps. Donna has already had this same conversation

with the DAA and DRA community and is providing talking points for them to have a conversation
with your SES staff.

ED_005533_00000235-00002



Message

From:
Sent:

To:
CC:

Subject:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64BAE7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC)

10/6/2019 11:23:00 PM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Gray, David [gray.david@epa.gov]; McQueen, Ken [McQueen.Ken@epa.gov]; Sopkin, Gregory
[sopkin.gregory@epa.gov]; Thomas, Deb [thomas.debrah@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deborah [Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov];
Garvey, Megan [garvey.megan@epa.gov]; Chancellor, Erin [chancellor.erin@epa.gov]; Brazauskas, Joseph
[brazauskas.joseph@epa.gov]

Re: Final 'For Delivery' Testimony - Senate Indian Affairs Field Hearing

Ditto to Doug’s comment. Looks great.

Best regards,
Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Oct 6, 2019, at 9:55 AM, Benevento, Douglas <benevento.douglas@epa.gov> wrote:

David, sorry | missed the pre-brief on this, | think your testimony looks great.

From: Gray, David <gray.david@epa.gov>

Sent: Sunday, October 6, 2019 11:41 AM

To: Benevento, Douglas <benevento.douglas@epa.gov>; McQueen, Ken <icliueen Kenfiepa gov>;
Sopkin, Gregory <sapkin.gregory@epa.gov>; Stoker, Michael B. <stoker.michael@ena gov>; Thomas,
Deb <thomas.debrah@epa.gov>; Jordan, Deborah <lordan. Deborah@epa.gov>; Garvey, Megan
<garvey.mesganiepa.gov>; Chancellor, Erin <chancellor erin@ena.pov>; Brazauskas, Joseph
<brazauskas.ioseph@ena.gov>

Subject: Final 'For Delivery' Testimony - Senate Indian Affairs Field Hearing

All — Thank you and your team for helping me prepare for tomorrow’s Senate Indian Affairs field hearing
in Albuguerque, NM. Here is a copy of my final 5-minute For Delivery statement.
David

David Gray

Deputy Regional Administrator
USEPA — Dallas

gray david@ena, gov

(214) 665-8120 direct

E Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) E

"(214y 6852100 genéral office
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

11/18/2019 7:46:30 PM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted;_ List_of CA SIP Submittals

conf call Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

11/18/2019 8:00:00 PM
11/18/2019 8:30:00 PM

(none)
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Message

From: Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]
Sent: 11/18/2019 5:12:25 PM

To: Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]; ldsal, Anne [idsal.anne@epa.gov]
CC: Eng, Connie [Eng.Connie@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: list of CA SIP submittal candidates for withdrawal

Connie,

My mistake. | see Doug wants this tomorrow which | am at a conference all day tomorrow but can step out to take the
conference call. Please schedule for 12;30 pm your time or later. Thanks.

Best regards,

Michael Stoker

Regional Administrator, Region 9, US-EPA
(213)215-3104

From: Benevento, Douglas <benevento.douglas@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 4:31 AM

To: Stoker, Michael B. <stoker.michael@epa.gov>; Idsal, Anne <idsal.anne@epa.gov>
Cc: Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: list of CA SIP submittal candidates for withdrawal

Mike and Anne, the three of us need to catch up on this tomorrow. Connie please set up time, preferably morning.

From: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams. Elizabeth@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 6:18 PM

To: Benevento, Douglas <hensvento.douglas@epa.gov>; Stoker, Michael B. <stoker.michaeliB@epa.goy>

Cc: Munoz, Charles <munoz.charles@epa.gov>; Hage, Christopher <hage. christopher®epa. gov>; Jordan, Deborah
<lordan. Deborah@epa.gov>; Lakin, Matt <Lskin. Matthew @ epa.gov>; Garvey, Megan <garvey.meganilepa.gov>; Cory,
Preston <Cory Breston@epa gov>

Subject: list of CA SIP submittal candidates for withdrawal

Hi All- As requested, here is the list} Ex. 5 Deliberative Process ithat we have identified as candidates for withdrawal. As
we discussed yesterday, the State will need to work with each District to initiate the request to withdraw the
SIP submittal, which would then be passed on to EPA by the California Air Resources Board.

Submittal | Additional Description | Submittal Date

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Please let me know if you need any additional information.

Elizabeth J. Adams, Director
Air and Radiation Division
US EPA Region 9

work 415-972-3183

cell: 415-297-4308

ED_005533_00000268-00002



Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

10/4/2019 12:05:08 AM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted: SES Certification

CaII—In—Number:E

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

10/4/2019 3:00:00 PM
10/4/2019 3:30:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

10/23/2019 2:15:33 PM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted: RA Meeting

Call-in-Number: 1

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

10/25/2019 5:30:00 PM
10/25/2019 6:30:00 PM

(none)
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Appointment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Location:

Start:
End:

Recurrence:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

10/3/2019 7:57:12 PM

Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Accepted: SES Certification

Call-In-Number:}

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

10/4/2019 4:00:00 PM
10/4/2019 4:30:00 PM

(none)
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:

CcC:
Subject:

Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]

11/9/2019 9:34:29 AM
Eng, Connie [Eng.Connie@epa.gov]

Cory, Preston [Cory.Preston@epa.gov]; Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]

Re: California SiPs

That would be great. Thanks.

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Nov

8, 2019, at 3:05 PM, Eng, Connie <Eng.Connie@ena. gov> wrote:

Hi Michael,
I will send the meeting invite for 12pm ET / 9am PST. Will also include a call in #.

Will this work?

Thanks

Have a great day!

(Ponuie

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEES]

Connie Eng

Office of the Administrator

V.S, Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW

William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 3412 (MC110171)
Washington, DC 20460

Phone: 202 564 3279

Email: eng.conpie@ena.gov

From: Stoker, Michael B. <stokervichsel@ena sov>

Sent: Friday, November 8, 2013 5:47 PM

To: Benevento, Douglas <bensvento.douslasi@ena.gov>

Cc: Cory, Preston <Cory. Freston®@epa.gov>; Eng, Connie <Eng.Connis@ena.gove>
Subject: Re: California SIPs

9 am PST Thursday would be great if that works on your end and Elizabeth and Matt will be in the San

Francisco office by that time. | have a recycling event at 10 am PST.

Best regards,
Mike Stoker
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Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Nov 8, 2019, at 2:23 PM, Benevento, Douglas <benevento.douglas@epa.gov> wrote:

Connie set up a call with Mike and Preston, Mike add any other R9 staff to this call you
deem necessary. | want to discuss how we are managing the California SIP backlog. |
would like for this call to be Thursday morning if possible.

| want to discuss the plan and progress we are making on reducing the California SIP
backlog.
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Message

From: Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64B4E7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC]
Sent: 10/3/2019 6:56:04 PM

To: Stoker, Michael B. [stoker.michael@epa.gov]
CC: Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]; Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]
BCC: Carlos.Suarez@ca.usda.gov; travis.thomason@hi.usda.gov; Ray.Dotson@nv.usda.gov; keisha.tatem@az.usda.gov;

keir@indianaglink.com; selles@cacasa.org; ruarroyo@rivco.org; Eric.Lauritzen@cdpr.ca.gov;
Glenda.humiston@ucop.edu; karenbuhr@carcd.org; ccory@cfbf.com; norm@momtereycfb.com; brian@hfbf.org;
davel@healthyplants.org; gary@citrusresearch.org; rwaycott@almondboard.com; gary@specialtycrops.org;
roger@agprocessors.org; ghrandi@sbcglobal.net; RUTHANN@CAPCA.COM; vroom@croplifeamerica.org;
dwickham@wilburellis.com; mkillian@azda.gov; jgrant@azda.gov; alandy@azda.gov; secretary.ross@cdfa.ca.gov;
jenny.lestermoffitt@cdfa.ca.gov; carol.tate@cdfa.ca.gov; scott.enright@hawaii.gov; Phyllis.Shimabukuro-
Geiser@hawaii.gov; Gayle.M.Nakamura@hawaii.gov; jrbarbee@agri.nv.gov; jwilliams-conrad@agri.nv.gov;
mufuiava@gmail.com; tonybenavente@gmail.com; gu.agri@yahoo.com; emily@agcouncil.org; tricia@agcouncil.org;
cffa@cafreshfruit.com; amy@agsafe.org; jnelsen@cacitrusmutual.com; mchunha@niseifarmersleague.com;
ceinsmann@unitedag.org; rob-vcaa@pacbell.net; jim@growershipper.com; jresnick@wga.com; blittle@cfbf.com;
jott@agri.nv.gov; ashman .janet@gmail.com; brian@hfbf.org; kaiwiki.1970@gmail.com

Subject: FW: U.S. EPA News Release: EPA Launches Agriculture Smart Sectors Program in Pacific Southwest to Achieve Better
Environmental Outcomes

| wanted to share this with you regarding the Agricultural Smart Sectors meeting we held in Davis Tuesday.

Best regards,

Michael Stoker

Regional Administrator, Region 9, US-EPA
(213)215-3104

From: ruraloutreach <ruraloutreach@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2019 6:24 AM

Subject: U.S. EPA News Release: EPA Launches Agriculture Smart Sectors Program in Pacific Southwest to Achieve Better
Environmental Outcomes

Contact Information:
Margot Perez-Sullivan (perezsullivan margoitepa gov)
415-947-4149

For Immediate Release: October 2, 2019

EPA Launches Agriculture Smart Sectors Program in Pacific Southwest to Achieve Better
Environmental Qutcomes

SAN FRANCISCO - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 office is announcing the
launch of an agriculture focus in its Smart Sectors Pacific Southwest program, a partnership initiative between
the agency and regulated business sectors that is aimed at achieving better environmental outcomes. Based on
the national Smart Sectors program, this approach provides a significant opportunity for EPA to consider more
forward-thinking ways to protect the environment through collaboration and dialogue with key sectors of the

EPA Regional Administrator Mike Stoker was joined Tuesday by farmers, association members, and EPA and
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) senior management at a roundtable discussion at the USDA office in
Davis, Calif.
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“We are very pleased to work with farmers, ranchers and others who are naturally stewards of our air, land, and
water,” said Pacific Southwest Regional Administrator Mike Stoker. “Through our Smart Sectors dialogue,
we can better understand the issues and challenges faced by farmers and ranchers and work together for the
benefit of all.”

“Today’s launch builds on the success of our national Smart Sectors program,” said EPA Associate
Administrator for Policy Brittany Bolen. “We’re excited to expand the program in Region 9, marking the
fourth regional program to focus on the agriculture community, while EPA continues to improve regulatory
certainty for this and other sectors.”

“I appreciate the time EPA is taking to bring people together to think about common-sense approaches to
environmental regulation,” said Paul Wenger of Wenger Ranch.

“This kind of dialogue is something that is long overdue between working groups and EPA,” said Paco
Ollerton of Tierra Verde Farms.

“We appreciate being included an any discussion with EPA. As fourth and fifth generation farmers we can’t do
it alone, and we can’t be overregulated,” said Dierdre Lefty of Auburn Ravine Ranch.

In the Pacific Southwest, EPA initially began with a focus on the oil and gas sector in April of this year and
plans to expand to other sectors in addition to agriculture in coming months. Nationally, Smart Sectors engages
with 13 sectors of the economy. EPA focuses on best practices, convening workshops to facilitate
communication, raising public awareness and information sharing, and enhancing knowledge of federal
environmental programs.

Background

A sector-based approach can provide benetits such as increased long-term certainty and predictability, creative
solutions based on sound data, and more sensible policies to improve environmental protection. Staff conduct
educational site visits, host roundtables with EPA leadership, analyze data and advise about options for
environmental improvement, and maintain open dialogue with business partners and their environmental
committees.

Announced nationally in October 2017 and since launched in four regions of the country — EPA Regions 1:
New England; 2: New York, New Jersey, and the Caribbean; 8: Mountains and Plains; and 9: Pacific Southwest
— the Smart Sectors program provides a platform to collaborate with regulated sectors and develop sensible
approaches that better protect the environment and public health.

Additionally, the program is releasing a series of interactive sector snapshots that provide historical
environmental and economic data for industries participating in the program. Each snapshot 1s designed to help
the general public, EPA, and sector partners gain a common understanding of sector performance to inform
environmental improvement strategies going forward.

More information about EPA’s Smart Sectors program: itips://www eps gov/smartsectons

More information about the sector snapshots: hitips:/www epa gov/smartsectors/sector-snapshots

Il

View this release on browser: hiins//www ena govinewsreleases/epa-launches-aericulture-smart-sectors-
program-achieve-betier-environmental-outcomes
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Message

From: Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64BAE7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC)

Sent: 10/15/2019 7:34:01 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael @epa.gov]

CC: Munoz, Charles [munoz.charles@epa.gov]; Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]; Jackson, Ryan
[jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Woods, Andrea [Woods.Andrea@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher
[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; McFaul, Jessica [mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov];
Schiermeyer, Corry [schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: NYT request re: EPA/California

Michael,

At Las Vegas Airport. Have an hour before my flight. | know you got my quote. Give me a call if you need anything else.
Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA

(213) 215-3104

On Oct 15, 2019, at 7:25 AM, Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

Mike —

Il know it’s early back on the West Coast. We need to get a statement from you on this before her
deadline at 11 AM Pacific time. We are going to have Doug talk to her on background to provide more
information on the letters and EPA’s reasoning for sending them. Give me a call when you can we can
put something together for your quote.

Michael Abboud

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Oftice of Public Affairs

M: 2025789013

From: Friedman, Lisa <lisa.friedman@nytimes.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2019 9:15 AM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>
Cc¢: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: NYT request re: EPA/California

Hi! Sorry | don’t understand the second sentence. If you're asking me who is making these claims - the
story will cite multiple sources who have attended all-hands meetings at Region 9 regarding Mr.
Wheeler’s letter. Does that help?

On Tue, Oct 15, 2019 at 9:13 AM Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

Hey Lisa, will get you a statement soon. What exactly from Region 9 to make these claims?

From: Friedman, Lisa <lisa.friedman@nytimes.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2019 8:39 AM
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To: Press <Press@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: NYT request re: EPA/California

Hi Michael -

We are running a story later today that will say that EPA’s own leadership in California
has been distancing itself from and disavowing Mr. Wheeler's accusations against the
state - in particular the Oct. 2 Notice of Violation to San Francisco and the Sept. 26
letter regarding Clean Water Act violations. We will further report that Region 9
leadership has informed staff that the regional office had nothing to do with these
letters and are internally referring to them as purely political.

| wasn’t sure whether to go to you or Region 9 press office but given the time
difference | thought I'd start with you. Questions are in bold. Thanks so much for your
assistance.

I'd like to get EPA’s comment on Region 9's actions. Doesn’t the acknowledgement
of EPA's own officials in California that the letters are political undermine Mr.
Wheeler's insistence that this is purely about bringing California into
environmental compliance?

The story will also report that in cases where a state is exhibiting severe problems
there are typically months or even years of letters/reviews/warnings at the regional
level before something of such magnitude might reach the administrator. Yet | see that
California has gotten pretty satisfactory marks in its State Review Framework reports
on a number of levels. Can you point me to some background in which EPA has
previously been unsuccessful in getting California to address violations or other
problems? In addition, several other states have more compliance violations than the
ones Mr. Wheeler noted in his letter. Can you tell me whether at this point any of
those states or any others have received similar warning letters from EPA?

Finally, the story will report that the data in the CWA letter was compiled by a small
group of political appointees in Washington, primarily in the Office of Water, and that
the people who would typically run such numbers in the office of compliance were not
looped in. Can you address that and explain why this effort was conducted
primarily by political staff?

ED_005533_00000316-00002



Obviously if you feel any of this is inaccurate let’s discuss. If | can get some comments
addressing this stuff by 2 p.m. I'd be appreciative. Thanks so much and as always my

cell is 202-251-2083. Best

Lisa

Lisa Friedman
Reporter, New York Times
(202) 862-0306 office

(202) 251-2083 cell

Lisa Friedman

Reporter, New York Times
(202) 862-0306 office
(202) 251-2083 cell
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Message

From: Stoker, Michael B. [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DCB64BAE7EDFA8AABESEF43996A4652E-STOKER, MIC)

Sent: 10/22/2019 3:34:08 PM

To: Vizian, Donna [Vizian.Donna@epa.gov]

CC: Benevento, Douglas [benevento.douglas@epa.gov]; Manzanilla, Enrique [Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov]; Drake,
Kerry [Drake.Kerry@epa.gov]; Jordan, Deborah [Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov]; Munoz, Charles
[munoz.charles@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Request to Approve Extension of IPA Assignment fori Ex. 8 Personal Privacy

Thanks Donna.

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Oct 22, 2019, at 7:59 AM, Vizian, Donna <¥izian.Donna@epa.gov> wrote:
Hi Everyone. Ryan signed off this morning. | expect to have it back signed this afternoon.

On Oct 18, 2019, at 12:05 PM, Stoker, Michael B. <siokermichasli®ena.gov> wrote:

Doug,
Everything good. Administrator Wheeler approved it.

Best regards,

Mike Stoker

Southwest Region Administrator US-EPA
(213) 215-3104

On Oct 18, 2019, at 7:47 AM, Benevento, Douglas <henevento.douglas@epa.gov>
wrote:

Is everything good with this?

From: Stoker, Michael B. <stgker.michasl@epa.go